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What are Kids Talking About, after Watching the Animation,

Coco?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zNCz4mQzfEl

“HEE EHE AT EN AT E, IRSIEFEMANE? 42 S RINLED
G IZRE— A B TR T
“There is a bicycle and a bus on the rug, which one will you choose? Why?” P4C

(Philosophy for Children) activity started from this “game of choice” today.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zNCz4mQzfEI
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Step by step, kids showed their choices and expressed the reasons, which were
recorded, by teachers, in “idea bubbles” in the form of keywords, and shared in the

“telescope map”” made of two hula hoops.
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Creation of a “Butterfly Map”
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Kid 1: “I would like to choose the bus because it has its own route.”

gL 2: “MEATFERERITRTREERY . AL A MR E S E#HE 2
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Kid 2: “Bicycle also has its own route. | saw some in the Century Park and many
roads.”
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Their ideas were supported by other kids.
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The teacher wrote down the words, “having its own route”, immediately, and asked
“which side should I put this idea bubble on?”
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A little boy raised his hand and expressed his wish to help the teacher. He put a hula
hoop over another one, placed the idea bubble in the overlapping part between two
hula hoops, and told everybody the reason as asked by the teacher, “By putting the
idea bubble in the overlap part of two hula hoops, | want to show that ‘having its own
route’ is the common feature of both bus and bicycle.” Everybody agreed with him.
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The teacher asked all kids to name the new idea map. Some kids called it “8 diagram”,
some called it “double-hoop diagram”, “merged bubble diagram”... All kids

discussed animatedly, but not leading to a satisfactory name. Suddenly, a little girl



said loudly, “let’s call it butterfly map. The overlapping part is its body; and two

semicircles are its wings. ” She is supported by all the kids. And “butterfly map”

comes into being.
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And then the teacher asked another choice question: So, both bicycle and bus can take
you go wherever you want to go. If this is a magic rug, how will you make your

choice?
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All at once, kids talked excitedly with their others.

Becoming invisible

Flying - fly me to many countries, taking me to see stars and moon, and taking me
to the outer space and universe

Becoming what | want- toys, food, hairpins, and beautiful hairstyle, doing cleaning

Turning into various scenes: zoo, Disney

Protecting from the rain
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After this warm-up, the teachers took out pictures of seven characters from Coco, and

asked kids to discuss and sort these characters on a “continuous line” in groups in

order from “like” to “dislike”.



R[] 3K [ el oK 73 2 45 /N AR (2

All kids formed a big circle to share the reasons for their odering.
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Teacher: | see that many groups have chosen Miguel as their favorite character. |
would like to know your reasons.
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The teachers made notes while listening to these kids.
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Insistence on dream: Practice music every day; make guitar by himself, disregard
other people’s opposition

Kindness: think of others, help others, and feed the homeless dog.
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Teacher: Miguel wins your love by his goodness and insistence on dream. What
interests me is that most children take De La Cruz as the least favorite character, but
one group of children take him as their most favorite one. Can you please tell me your

reasons?
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He can play guitar, dance (he is a dancer), handsome
Shortcomings: nabbing away picture from Hector, throwing other people to the sea,

doing harm to others, poisoning others; stealing others’ music.

Would you choose to be a handsome, beautiful and talented bad person, or to be a
good person with average looking and average capability?
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Teacher: If you could make the choice. Will you choose to be a handsome, beautiful
and talented bad person, or to be a good person with average looking and average
capability?
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(The result is that everybody wants to be a good person. They said: a bad person will
do harm to others; people doing evil will certainly end up with punishment; bad
people will eventually be arrested. While good persons are those who are delighted,
ordinary, and sometimes a little worried. Good people are happy and are always

praised.)
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Teacher: All of you chose to be good persons with average looking and average
capability. What are good persons like?
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Kids: Good persons are those who help each other, do good to others, and comfort
those who are grieved...
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Teacher: Just now, a kid vomited. How can we help him?
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Kids: Don’t laugh at him; don’t say the word ““disgusting”, fetch a garbage bin for him,
clean his mouth with tissue, and get some water for him to risen his mouth.
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The P4C activity today came to its end with such a community-minded topic. Since
some kids don’t want to leave after class, the following casual dialogues happened
among teachers and some kids.

Xi1f—: Dialogue I:
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Teacher: | figure out that you took great-great grandmother of COCO as your least
favorite person; can you tell me why?
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Kids: Because she is too old; she has white hair; and she is bow-backed ...
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Teacher: | see. Do you have old people in your family?
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Kids: Yes. My grandfather and grandmother also have some white hair; and | don’t
like them.
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Teacher: Okay. Do your grandfather and grandmother have any merits?
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Kids: When | vomited, my grandmother fetched a garbage bin for me, and and
cleaned my mouth; she is kind. They speak softly, and are very gentle. My
grandfather and grandmother know a lot of things, which, sometimes, are unknown to
my parents. They can tell us a lot of stories...
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Teacher: Just now you showed many merits of your grandfathers and grandmothers.
They are kind, gentle and knowledgeable. Now, are you still insisting on your
previous thought that you don’t like COCQO?

)L WHBANEIKT .

Kids: We don’t dislike her that much now.
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As a guide, knowing kids’ views that old people are ugly, unhandsome, and unlikable,
I, by using a rhetorical question, tried to make kids think if old people have merits or

not, so as to initiate their deep and dialectical thinking on this view.
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Dialogue II:




Merits Shortcomings

De La Cruz: handsome, loving music ~ Did evil things, did harm to others
Insistence hided what he had done; the good

impression he made was all false
Miguel: Insistence, never giving up He quarreled with his family, although

Helping Dante, having dream  his family was doing his good

Kindness
Grandmother: taking care of She hindered Miguel’s fulfilling his
great-great grandmother, dream; and she smashed Miguel’s guitar
Wanting to keep the family wrong way to protect Miguel

together; protecting Miguel
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Kid 1: I put De La Cruz at my first favorite position; but other kids disagree with me.
gL 2: fhf TARZ IR, 2R

Kid 2: He did lots of evil things; and he is a bad guy.
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Kid 1: De La Cruz is really my favorite character because he can sing and play guitar.
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Teacher: Okay, but Hector also can sing and play guitar.
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Kid 1: Hector is not handsome, but De La Cruz looks great; | do like De La Cruz.
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Kid 2: But De La Cruz did evil things.
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Kid 3: Miguel also has shortcomings. He should not have bad attitude at his family.
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Teacher: |1 see. Now we can know that everybody has his own merits and
shortcomings, right?
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Kids: Yes.
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Teacher: Does De La Cruz have his merits?
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Kids: he is handsome. He likes music. And he insists on his dream.
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Teacher: What about his shortcomings?
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Kids: He did evil, and did harm to others. He also hided what he had done; and the
good impression he made was all false.
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Teacher: Let’s talk about Miguel. Just now we talked a lot about his merits.

gAY AT, fhiE RAEBE, ZHIBA.

Kids: He never gives up; he is kind, has his own dream, and likes helping others.
FOM: TR AdAT G i 2

Teacher: Does he have shortcomings?
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Kids: He shouldn’t have bad attitude at his family, who were for his good; but he
didn’t listen to them, and quarreled with them.
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Teacher: Our chat in groups is almost over now. Let’s talk about another character,
grandmother. You all take grandmother as your “least favorite’ character. 1 would like
to know your reasons.
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Kid 3: Because grandmother hindered Miguel’s fulfilling his dream; and she smashed
Miguel’s guitar. She is very bad.
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Teacher: | see. Does grandmother have merits?
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Kid 4: Yes. Grandmother has taken care of great-great-grandmother, and she is filial.
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Kid 3: Actually what she wanted is to keep the whole family together; she really
wanted to protect Miguel.
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Kid 2: Yes, but she used wrong method for such protection.
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During teacher-kid interaction, kids had a dispute on the view whether De La Cruz
should be placed at the first favorite position. By instinct of a guide, | hoped to change
the view of Kid 1 by talking to him. However, after further asking, Kid 1 showed me

another reason to support his view. At that time, by saying “Miguel also has his



shortcomings”, Kid 3 made me realize that | might trigger deep and comprehensive

thinking of kids by talking about merits and shortcomings of these characters.
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Philosophy for Children (P4C) is a teaching method, proved, by more than 100
practice researches in the world, to substantially support developing globalized
leaning ability of students from kindergarten to their senior high school. By applying
PAC method, thinking capacity and inferential capacity of children can be
strengthened, which help children grow to be learners who have deep and logical
thinking, help them form values, understand virtues, and obtain the capability of
rethinking ethics and morality, help them become confident expressers and patient
listeners, and help them figure out ways to challenge and question views of others and

acquire the ability of rational decision making in mutual-respect dialogues. PAC can



also enhance teachers’ ability to raise open questions and perform exploring teaching

methods. What kinds of potential value can you get from activity today?



